Claim 1 (Further amended): 

An incentive-controlled method for use in the [ trad i ng and/or] acquisition and/or 
exchange of user-declared preferred benefits [ (oth e r than a pr e f e rr e d charg e card 
cho i c e )] , said method employing computer means having data storage means and 
network communications means and comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a request to produce an incentive-controlled [se tt le m e nt] transaction 
solution for an identified user having at least one declared [ proforrod] and 
ranked benefit preference ^ (oth e r than a pr e f e rr e d charg e card cho i c e )] ; 

(b) conduct i ng an ele ctron i c s e arch to id e nt i fy any of sa i d us e r's d e c l ar e d 

pr e f e rr e d b e n e fits that ar e p e rtin e nt and may b e obta i nab le i n assoc i at i on 
with said r e qu e st; and, 

(e) cat e gor i s i ng any b e n e fits thu s i d e nt i f ie d i n accordanc e with sa i d us e r's 

d e clar e d pr e f e rr e d and rank e d b e n e f i t pr e f e r e nc es . 

(b) conducting a real time scan of benefit resources, said resources comprising 
at least one resource proffering a benefit element previously unknown to said 
user, upon receipt of said reguest to produce an incentive-controlled 
transaction solution: 

(c) dynamically matching said user's declared benefit preferences to the result of 
said real time scan: and. 

(d) automatically effecting an incentive-controlled transaction solution adapted to 
maximize the implementation of said user's said declared benefit 
preferences. 

Claim 2 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 1 comprising the further step of determining a [ s e ttl e m e nt ] 
transaction solution associated with at least one of said [ cat e goris e d ] matched benefice] 
elements. 
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Claim 3 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 2 wherein any [ Far e to] optimal function or multivariable data 
modeling means are employed in determining the value rankings of said [ cat e gor i s e d] 
matched benefits] elements and said [ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solution. 

Claim 4 (Newly amended): 

The method according to claim 2 comprising the further steps of evaluating said 
[ cat e gor ise d ] matched benefice] elements and determining at least one of said 
[ categor i s e d ] matched benefits] elements as providing said user with the benefit of 
highest value to said user. 

Claim 5 (Further amended): 

The method according to claim 4 wherein said benefit of highest value to said user is 
obtained from the combination of a plurality of said [ us e r d e c l ar e d pr e f e rr e d cat e goris e d] 
matched benefice] elements comprising one or more transaction settlement means 
employed in any order . 

Claim 6 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 4 wherein said step of evaluating said [ cat e gor i s e d] matched 
benefits] elements is undertaken by the user upon [ele ctronic ] disclosure of said 
[ cat e gor i s e d] matched benefits] elements to said user. 

Claim 7 (Previously presented): 

The method of claim 4 wherein said step of determining said benefit of highest value to 
said user is performed automatically without user intervention. 

Claim 8 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) identifying at least one provider of said [ sett le m e nt] transaction solution; and, 

(b) initiating and consummating a transaction with [the] said at least one 
provider ^ or plura l ity of prov i d e r s ,] of said [ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solution. 
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Claim 9 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of automatically establishing such 
electronic and logical linkages as may be required to enable said user to process said 
[ s e ttl e m e nt] transaction solution and to acquire said benefice] elements associated with 
said transaction solution. 

Claim 10 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the additional steps of [ obtaining such 
accounts ] automatically securing and/or activating transaction settlement means and of 
satisfying [sueb] applicable conditions [ as may b e r e qu i r e d] to process said [se tt le m e nt] 
transaction solution [and] to acquire for said user the said benefice] elements associated 
with said transaction solution. 

Claim 11 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 2 wherein said step of determining a [ s e ttl e m e nt] transaction 
solution comprises a selection by said user from among a plurality of proposed 
[ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solutions [ transm i tt e d ele ctronica ll y] disclosed to said user. 

Claim 12 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 1 further comprising the additional steps of [ aggr e gat i ng] creating 
an aggregated catalog of declared and ranked benefit preferences input from a plurality 
of requests involving a plurality of identified users and of operating on [eusb] said 
aggregated [ d e clar e d pref e rr e d b e n e f i ts] catalog of benefit preferences to effect [an] a 
dynamic enhancement in the potential value of at least one of said [ id e nt i f ie d] matched 
benefits] elements to at least one of said identified users. 

Claim 13 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of determining at least one incentive- 
controlled [ s e ttl e m e nt] transaction solution to a payment transaction. 
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Claim 14 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of [ o l ootron i oa ll y trancm i tting ] 
disclosing , to at least one payment service provider able to provide at least one of said 
[i d e nt i f ie d] matched benefit[e] elements , such user information and such payment 
transaction information as said at least one payment service provider may require as 
conditions for authenticating said transaction and authorising payment of said payment 
transaction and issuing said at least one benefit element to said user. 

Claim 15 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of [ele ctronica ll y transm i tt i ng] 
disclosing , to at least one benefit provider able to provide at least one of said [i d e nt i f ie d] 
matched benefits] elements , such user information and such payment transaction 
information as said at least one benefit provider may require as conditions for 
authenticating said transaction and issuing said at least one benefit element to said user. 

Claim 16 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of determining at least one incentive- 
controlled [ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solution to a query from a user concerning a 
[ propos e d] contemplated acquisition of goods or services. 

Claim 17 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 16 further comprising the step of [ele ctron i ca l ly] disclosing to said 
user said at least one [ s e tt le m e nt ] transaction solution responsive to said query. 

Claim 18 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 16 further comprising the step of [ transm i tt i ng e l e ctron i ca ll y ] 
disclosing [a] said [ propo se d] contemplated acquisition query to at least one provider of 
goods or services, whereby said at least one provider is caused to commit 
[e l e ctronica ll y ] to the consummation of a transaction on terms providing for the issuance 
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of [ a sp e cif ie d] at least one identified benefit element f , or p l ura li ty of b e n e f i ts.1 to said 
user. 

Claim 19 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 16 further comprising the step of [ tran s m i tting ele ctron i ca ll y] 
disclosing a binding commitment from said user to said at least one provider to 
consummate said provider-committed transaction [m] according to said [ sp e cif ie d ] 
identified benefit-issuance terms. 

Claim 20 (Further amended): 

The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of determining at least one incentive- 
controlled [ s e ttl e m e nt ] transaction solution to a benefit element exchange transaction 
between at least two identified users. 

Claim 21 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 20 further comprising the step of [ele ctron i ca ll y transmitt i ng] 
disclosing [a] at least one benefit element exchange solicitation from a first identified 
user to at least one other user. 

Claim 22 (Newly amended): 

The method of claim 21 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) said first user receiving [e l e ctron i ca ll y] an affirmative response to said 
solicitation from at least one other user; 

(b) [ tran s mitt i ng ] disclosing at least one proposed benefit element exchange 
solution between said users; and, 

(c) consummating a benefit element exchange transaction between said first 
user and said at least one other user. 
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Claim 23 (Originally presented): 

The method of claim 22 wherein said transaction is consummated employing pre- 
programmed instructions enabling its consummation without the transaction-specific 
participation of at least one user party to said transaction. 

Claim 24 (Originally presented): 

The method of claim 22 wherein said transaction is consummated employing user 
intervention and instructions enabling its consummation with the transaction-specific 
participation of at least one user party to said transaction. 

Claim 25 (Further amended): 

[ An apparatus ] A system for creating and employing incentive-controlled [ s e tt le m e nt] 
transaction solutions bv dynamically selecting the means for processing a transaction 
based on user-declared preferred benefits [ by e stab li shing and e x e cut i ng funct i ons that 
r e v ie w and d e t e rm i n e obj e ct s , accounts, and conv e yanc e m e chan i sms to consummat e 
transact i ons] , said [ apparatu s ] system comprising: 

(a) a processor; 

(b) an input device connected to said processor; 

(c) an output device connected to said processor; 

(d) a clock device connected to said processor; 

(e) a logic and control device connected to said processor; 

(f) a memory connected to said processor storing [ program s ] instructions to 
control the operation of said processor; 

(g) a communications device connected to said processor; 

(h) a data storage device connected to said processor; 

(i) the processor operative with the [ program] instructions in memory to: 

i. record data of users, benefice] elements , [se tt le m e nt] transaction 
solutions, and transactions; 
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ii. record the user entry and ranking of at least one declared benefit 
preference; 

iii. receive requests to process transactions; 

iv. enable information to be available to users; 

v. perform real time scans of benefit resources, including at least one 
benefit resource proffering a benefit element previously unknown to a 
user upon submitting a reguest to process a transaction, upon system 
receipt of a reouest to process a transaction concerning said user; 

vi. conduct automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one 
[ cont e mp l at e d] available benefit [ opportunity ] element based on a said 
user's declared and ranked benefit preferences and on a said 
scanning of benefit resources ; 

vii. produce at least one incentive-controlled [se tt le m e nt] transaction 
solutionis]; 

viii. conduct automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one 
[ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solution based on a user's declared and 
ranked benefit preferences and on a said scanning of benefit 
resources ; 

ix. process [ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solutions with and without user 
intervention; 

x. [ transm i t] disclose information to users [ele ctronica ll y] ; 

xi. consummate transactions; and, 

xii. receive, record, evaluate, and store user information and transaction 
activity. 
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Claim 26 (Further amended): 

[ An apparatus] A system for creating and employing incentive-controlled [ s e tt le m e nt] 
transaction solutions by dynamically selecting the means for processing a transaction 
based on user-declared preferred benefits [ by es tabl i sh i ng and e x e cut i ng funct i ons that 
r e v ie w and d e t e rm i n e obj e cts, accounts, and conv e yanc e m e chani 6 m 6 to consummat e 
transact i on s ] , said [ apparatus] system comprising: 

(a) means for recording data of users, benefits] elements , [ s e tt le m e nt] 
transaction solutions, and transactions; 

(b) means for recording the user entry and ranking of at least one declared 
benefit preference; 

(c) means for receiving requests to process transactions; 

(d) means for enabling user access to information; 

(e) means for processing a transaction adapted to dynamically match a user's at 
least one declared benefit preference against a real time scan of benefit 
resources, including at least one benefit resource proffering a benefit element 
previously unknown to said user upon submitting a reguest to process a 
transaction, upon system receipt of a reguest to process a transaction 
concerning said user; 

(f) means for conducting automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one 
[ cont e mp l at e d ] available benefit [ opportun i ty] element based on a said user's 
declared and ranked benefit preferences and on a said scanning of benefit 
resources ; 

(g) means for producing at least one incentive-controlled [se ttl e m e nt] transaction 
solution^]; 
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(h) means for conducting automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one 
[ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solution based on a user's declared and ranked 
benefit preferences and on a said scanning of benefit resources : 

(i) means for processing [ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solutions with and without user 
intervention; 

G) means for [ transm i tt i ng] disclosing information to users [ele ctron i ca ll y] ; 
(k) means for consummating transactions; and, 

(I) means for receiving, recording, evaluating, and storing user information and 
transaction activity. 
Claim 27 (Further amended): 

A computer-readable storage medium encoded with processing instructions for creating 
and employing incentive-controlled [ s e tt le m e nt ] transaction solutions by dynamically 
selecting the means for processing a transaction based on user-declared preferred 
benefits [ and e nabling funct i ons that r e v ie w and d e t e rm i n e obj e cts, accounts, and 
conv e yanc e m e chanisms to con s ummat e transact i ons] , said processing instructions 
employed for directing a computer to perform the steps of: 

(a) recording data of users, benefice] elements , [ s e tt le m e nt] transaction 
solutions, and transactions; 

(b) recording the user entry and ranking of at least one declared benefit 
preference; 

(c) receiving requests to process transactions; 

(d) enabling user access to information; 

(e) processing a transaction including dynamically matching a user's at least one 
declared benefit preference against a real time scan of benefit resources, 
including at least one benefit resource proffering a benefit element previously 
unknown to said user upon submitting a reguest to process a transaction. 



upon system receipt of a request to process a transaction concerning said 
user; 

(f) processing automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one [ cont e mp l at e d] 
available benefit [ opportun i ty] element based on a said user's declared and 
ranked benefit preferences and on a said scanning of benefit resources ; 

(g) enabling the production of at least one incentive-controlled [ s e tt le m e nt] 
transaction solution^]; 

(h) processing automatic evaluations and rankings of at least one [ s e tt le m e nt] 
transaction solution based on a user's declared and ranked benefit 
preferences and on a said scanning of benefit resources ; 

(i) processing [ s e tt le m e nt] transaction solutions with and without user 
intervention; 

(j) [ transm i tting] disclosing information to users [e l e ctron i ca ll y] ; 
(k) consummating transactions; and, 

(I) receiving, recording, evaluating, and storing user information and transaction 
activity. 
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